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Thomas Eddie Shaw spent many years as a
musician: bass guitar player for the Monks
in Hamburg, Germany during the 1960s;
alleged by Rolling Stone Magazine and
other media to be the precurser of the first
punk groups. His chronicle, Black Monk
Time, was heralded as an extraordinary
memoir by Billboard Magazine. Shaws
writing is a joy, said Rick Karr, of National
Public Radio. Shaw is also the author of A
Cowboy Like Me (short stories) and
Beltramis
River
(historical
novel).
OVERVIEW: Something is bothering
Charlie. When asked to define himself, he
answers, I distort easily, like a figure in a
Picasso painting. He is angry, judgmental
and fearful of old age and failure. Recently,
when watching a modern-day version of a
Shakespearian play, Charlie relates to the
character who wears hubcaps as armor. His
girlfriend, Karen, sums him up, Charlie,
youre ranting again. Charlies rant is his
armor. He tries to make sense of the world
and Karen will set him straight. She is
more grounded in reality; practical and
sensible. Karen can fit in anywhere.
Charlie fits in nowhere. He desperately
wants a new life. His family background
gave him an over-zealous exposure to
organized religion, even as his own search
for truth leads him to embrace Native
American culture and sprituality. He wants
to be recognized for his art without
(cheaply, as some artists do) employing
gimmicks. Charlie is a beat poet, stuck in
the wrong century. He disdains social
conformity as he tries to make it in a
middle-class world that does not welcome
his disdain. He questions existing norms
and
respects
the
intelligence
of
experimentation. He refuses to listen to
music that he has heard before. Charlie
may not be able to stand the truth. Shaws
writing continues to be a joy. Fans of his
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work will welcome this intriguing novella
about a character who is colorful,
humorous, and most of all, human.
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